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Theater review: 'Sidhe' at Road Theatre
February 11, 2010 |  7:00 pm

Set in 1994 Chicago, “Sidhe,” now

in its world premiere at the Road,

is so loaded with Celtic coloration,

Irish mysticism and fairy lore it

could well have transpired on the

Old Sod hundreds of years ago.

The title refers to the Sidhe,

capricious, randomly motivated

fairy folk who factor into the plot,

very tangibly. It’s all part of

playwright Ann Noble’s fraught

and prevalent mysticism, a tone

that underscores Noble’s themes

about the random and capricious

nature of violence in modern

society. However, although Noble has intentions to match that name with a frequently fascinating

premise, her play lacks a requisite splinter of ice at its wildly beating heart. Call it Yeats on steroids.

The action opens as suspected terrorist Conall (Patrick Rieger) and his purported wife, Jackie

(Jeanne Syquia), go to ground in a fleabag flat. Their feisty new landlady, Louise (Noble), a bar-

owner whose sister was recently murdered, takes a protective interest in the downtrodden Jackie.

Vernon (Rob Nagle), Louise’s lonely, boozy cop brother-in-law, also sparks to the strangely affectless

Jackie. But is Jackie the abused waif she appears, or an instrument of ravening retribution?

Director Darin Anthony leads a fiercely committed cast that tamps down the play’s overwrought

emotionalism in close-to-the-bone performances. Yet the characters’ unlikely round of romantic

hookups seems as capriciously motivated as the Sidhe themselves, while certain mythic references

require a Gaelic lexicon to interpret. Potentially fascinating, Noble’s obscure drama ultimately

wanders the fairy road into impenetrable shadows.

– F. Kathleen Foley

“Sidhe,” Road Theatre, Lankershim Arts Center, 5108 Lankershim Blvd., North Hollywood.  8 p.m.

Fridays-Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays.  Ends March 20.  $30.  (866) 811-4111. www.roadtheatre.org. 

Running time:  2 hours, 5 minutes.

Photo: Ann Noble and Rob Nagle. Photo credit Matt Kaiser.

 

https://myaccount.latimes.com/index.jsp
https://advertise.latimes.com/portal/page/portal/LA%2520Times
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=latimes
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals
http://zetabid.com/
http://www.latimes.com/classified
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/.a/6a00d8341c630a53ef0128778b65e0970c-pi
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/02/scarlett-johansson-and-angela-lansbury-get-categorized-as-featured-actresses-by-tony-awards-refs-.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/02/theater-review-cousin-bette-at-deaf-west-theatre.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/02/theater-review-sidhe-at-road-theater.html
http://www.roadtheatre.org/
http://feeds.latimes.com/CultureMonster
https://twitter.com/culturemonster
http://www.facebook.com/culturemonster
http://www.latimes.com/blogs
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/mike-boehm.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/jori-finkel.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/lisa-fung.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/christopher-hawthorne.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/reed-johnson.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/christopher-knight.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/charles-mcnulty.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/david-ng.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/sherry-stern.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/10/mark-swed.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/04/giuseppe-panza-di-biumo-an-appreciation.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/04/giuseppe-panza-di-biumo-an-appreciation.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/04/music-review-oswaldo-golijovs-st-mark-passion-finally-reaches-los-angeles.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/04/music-review-oswaldo-golijovs-st-mark-passion-finally-reaches-los-angeles.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/04/ring-cycle-parodies-.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/04/ring-cycle-parodies-.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/04/art-collector-giuseppe-panza-di-biumo-87-has-died-in-milan.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/04/art-collector-giuseppe-panza-di-biumo-87-has-died-in-milan.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/04/kristin-chenoweths-second-take-on-promises-promises.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/04/kristin-chenoweths-second-take-on-promises-promises.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3988/0/0/%2a/a;224060805;0-0;0;29547614;3454-728/90;36361154/36379034/1;u=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/02/theater-review-sidhe-at-road-theater.html;~okv=;tile=1;ptype=sf;pos=t;sz=728x90;u=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/02/theater-review-sidhe-at-road-theater.html;~aopt=2/1/66/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.ringfestivalla.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3988/0/0/%2a/f;44306;0-0;0;29547614;31-1/1;0/0/0;u=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/02/theater-review-sidhe-at-road-theater.html;~okv=;tile=2;ptype=sf;pos=2;sz=1x1;u=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/02/theater-review-sidhe-at-road-theater.html;~aopt=2/1/66/1;~sscs=%3f
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/arts/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation-and-world/
http://www.latimes.com/business/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/news/health/
http://www.latimes.com/features/
http://travel.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/
http://www.latimes.com/about/sitemap/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3988/0/0/%2a/o;223711036;6-0;1;29547614;4307-300/250;36358131/36376011/1;u=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/02/theater-review-sidhe-at-road-theater.html;~okv=;tile=3;ptype=sf;pos=1;sz=300x250;u=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/02/theater-review-sidhe-at-road-theater.html;~aopt=2/1/66/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.roomandboard.com/rnb/category/outdoor.ftl?&camp=ban10_latimes_brisbane
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/home_blog/
http://www.latimes.com/features/food/
http://www.latimes.com/features/image/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/automotive/highway1/
http://www.latimes.com/features/books/
http://theguide.latimes.com/
http://www.thisisbrandx.com/
http://www.latimesmagazine.com/
http://www.latimes.com/yourscene/



